
               

REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 

May 20, 2003 
 
FROM: EMIL A. MARZULLO, Director 
 Special Districts Department 
 
SUBJECT:     REJECT CONSTRUCTION BIDS FOR THE HIGH DESERT ESTATE SEWER 

SYSTEM (PHASE 1), AND AUTHORIZE RE-ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID, 
AUTHORIZE FOR BID LENWOOD (PHASE 2), COUNTY SERVICE AREA 70, 
IMPROVEMENT ZONE S-7 (LENWOOD) 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Acting as the governing body of County Service Area 70, Improvement Zone S-7 
(Lenwood): 
 

1. Reject all bids received for the High Desert Estate Sewer Line. 
 
2. Authorize re-advertisement for bids to construct the High Desert Estate Sewer Line 12,000-feet 

sewer pipe and manholes. 
 

3. Approve Plans and Specifications for the Lenwood Sewer System (Phase 2) on file with the Special 
Districts Department. 

 
4. Authorize advertisement for bids to construct 40,000-feet sewer pipe and manholes and laterals to 

homes. 
 

5. Authorize the Director of the Special Districts Department to file the Notice of Completion after the 
project is finalized and accepted. 

 
6. Direct Auditor/Controller-Recorder to record the Notice of Completion after the project is finalized 

and accepted. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Special Districts Department administers County Service Area 70, 
Zone S-7 (Lenwood) near the City of Barstow.  This District is authorized to provide sewer service to the 
residents of this area.  On September 17, 2001 the Board of Supervisors approved an assessment 
proceeding to determine if the property owners would approve an assessment to improve the High Desert 
Estates sewer system and construct a new sewer system in the community of Lenwood.   
 
In the High Desert Estates (phase 1) there is currently a sewer system, which is not operating effectively and 
needs to be upgraded.  Eliminating the existing lift station and making it a gravity flow system by connecting it 
to the City of Barstow’s system at an appropriate location will accomplish this.  
 
In Lenwood (phase 2) the improved properties are on septic systems.  Many of these systems are now failing 
and creating a public health concern.  This project would: (1) Provide a complete public sewer system for the 
area; (2) Provide lateral connections from the street to the homes; (3) Pump and backfill all existing septic 
systems; (4) Pay all connection fees to the City of Barstow; and (5) repave streets to repair all asphalt cuts. 
 
 
    Record of Action by the Board of Supervisors 
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The results of the assessment proceedings showed a majority of property owners in favor of the project. 
This process included the ballots sent to the owners of 1002 parcels within the proposed assessment 
district boundaries.  Of these ballots, 536 were returned with 448 voting in favor and 88 voting against the 
project. 
 
On December 10, 2002 the Board authorized advertisement for bids to construct 12,000-feet of 8 & 10-inch 
Sewer Pipe and manholes and approve plans and specifications on file with the Special Districts 
Department. Bids were received and the results were: 
 

            Elser Constructors, Inc.            $676,850.00 
Utah Pacific  $679,183.00 
Bonadiman-McCain Inc. $683,712.00 

Sierra Cascade Const. $694,306.46 
LT Excavating Inc.  $728,132.85 
Granite Construction  $766,043.27 
KC Construction  $789,955.50 
Apple Valley Construction $812,357.00 
Gantry Constructors, Inc. $829,940.00 
VCI Telcom, Inc.  $881,293.00 
Ahrens Corporation  $918,371.00 

 
At this time, the Department is recommending to reject all bids received for the High Desert Estate sewer 
line project, and authorize re-advertisement for bids. Based upon a protest letter received from one of the 
bidders, the Department and County Counsel have collectively determined that modifications to the original 
bid package are warranted. Subsequent to Board approval, the Department will re-advertise for bids. 
 
REVIEW BY OTHERS:  This action has been reviewed by County Counsel (Jean-Rene Basle) on May 6, 
2003. This item was also reviewed by the County Administrative Office (Wayne Thies, Administrative 
Analyst) on May 9, 2003.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  There are minimal costs associated with the re-advertisement of bids.This project is 
included in the CSA 70, Improvement Zone S-7 Capital Improvement Budget for Fiscal Year 2002/2003 (SNJ-
315) for $7,082,000.  To fund this project a grant for $3,000,000 was obtained from the Environmental 
Protection Agency; a $1,500,000 grant was obtained from the United States Department of Agriculture; and a 
low interest loan for $2,582,000 was obtained from the United States Department of Agriculture. The loan 
repayment is the only portion that the property owners of Lenwood and the High Desert Estates will be 
responsible for.  
 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT(S):  First 
 
PRESENTER:  Emil A. Marzullo 387-5950 
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